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It should be laid down as an axiom in surgery that a discharge from the ear should never be allowed to go untreated, for not only is such a condition a very satisfactory trouble to treat in the early stages, but if allowed to go on untreated may be the starting point of the most disastrous mischief.
The most potent causes of ear trouble are the exanthemata, of which measles and scarlet fever are answerable for the majority of cases, and after these chronic throat troubles, such as granular pharyngitis adenoids, and enlarged tonsils.
In these diseases suppuration of the middle ear i3 due to an extension of the mischief from the throat along the eustachian tube, and owing to the absence of a free escape for inflammatory discharges tension is raised, and perforation of the membrana tympanum takes place, with the free discharge of pus from the external ear, pain then ceases, and the popular idea that a little discharge from the ear is rather a healthy thing than otherwise is often supported by the apathy of the medical attendant, and the case is allowed to run on and become chronic. 
